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Message from ASCRS President

                                       


                                        January, 2005

Dear Colleagues:

International Applicants --  deadline approaching

March 1, 2005
The deadline for receipt of applications has been extended to March 1.     There are several grants available and you are strongly encouraged to apply for an  International Fellowship or an ASCRS Travel Scholarship .    

Purpose of International Fellowships –

       To provide a surgeon, residing outside the U.S. and Canada, who has demonstrated a strong interest in colon and rectal disease and demonstrates potential for achieving a leadership position in colon and rectal surgery with an opportunity to visit clinical, teaching, and research activities in North America and to participate in the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons.

            Click here for International Fellowship information and applications

Purpose of Travel Scholarships –

         To provide opportunities for further education of colorectal surgeons-in-training by attendance at the annual scientific meeting of ASCRS.   The scholarships are intended for those who are undertaking colorectal surgical training within an accredited colorectal training program or whose colorectal training is being undertaken in a colorectal specialist unit in a country in which the specialty is still in development but in which there is a national society or specialist grouping for the purposes of supervision and support.

             Click here for Travel Scholarship information and applications

ASCRS Annual Meeting Update

Program Chairs Drs. Theodore Saclarides and Michael Spencer  and the Program Committee have planned an excellent program for the 2005 ASCRS Annual Meeting, April 30 – May 5, 2005 at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.    The complete program, including all registration forms, will be online starting March 1.   At present, some segments of the meeting are still in the development stage. 
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Reminder:   

The program will not be mailed … it is only available on-line at www.fascrs.org/
after March 1.    

You will have the option of registering on-line or printing out the forms and faxing or mailing it to ASCRS.

Saturday, April 30

· Endorectal Ultrasound Course
       The objective of this full day course is to provide the colorectal surgeon with education and 

       training in the basic use of ultrasound with a focused education in applied ultrasound for 

       colorectal disease.    It is important to the specialty that colorectal surgeons develop hands-on 

       expertise in the use of this diagnostic modality by learning its applications and interpretations 

       and applying it in their practices.  

       Course Director:  Charles Finne, MD

· Laparoscopic Surgery Courses

                 Course Director for both Laparoscopic Courses:   Peter Marcello, MD

Hand Assisted Laparoscopic Intestinal Surgery Workshop Repeated  by  popular demand
This full day course is designed for surgeons familiar with laparoscopic techniques who wish to expand their skills to laparoscopic intestinal surgery.   It will feature lectures, interactive video presentations, and nearly one full day of surgical practice on a  cadaver in the lab.   This course will emphasize:   Intestinal anatomy as it relates to laparoscopic resection; oncologic principles of laparoscopic intestinal resection; bowel mobilization and devascularization; extracorporeal and intracorporeal anastomoses; stoma creation and hand access laparoscopic techniques.  

      Course Director:    Howard Ross, MD  and David Larson, MD   

 NEW for 2005 

     Laparoscopic/Ultrasound Skills Course

     This didactic and laboratory full day course will facilitate the acquisition of advanced laparoscopic skills, such as vascular control and division and division of bowel used in complex laparoscopic procedures.  A live porcine model will be utilized in the laboratory.  Intra-operative laparoscopic ultrasound assessment of the liver will be demonstrated and practiced.  Didactic and laboratory sessions will be alternated.

             Course Director:    Deborah Nagle, MD

ASCRS President’s Message – January, 2005 – page 3

· Transanal Endoscopic Microsurgery Course  (TEM)  -- didactic and lab sessions
           “Expanding the Role of Local Excision” – A minimally invasive technique for excision of 

             rectal tumors”

       Didactic lectures will include the history and development of TEM, preoperative assessment, 

       indications for TEM in benign and malignant lesions, getting started, surgical technique, 

       complications, and results. The hands-on portion will include training on bovine intestine 

       progressing from an open trainer to a closed trainer with only endoscopic visualization. 

       Participants will learn techniques for exposure, full and partial thickness rectal excisions, and 

       suture closure of rectal defects.                   

      Course Director:   Peter Cataldo, MD

Sunday, May 1

· Symposium on Laparoscopy for Cancer

The goal of this course is to provide a thorough and complete discussion of the issues, methods, and results of minimally invasive colorectal resection for cancer.   Specifically, the indications and controversial issues surrounding the use of minimally invasive methods in the setting of colorectal malignancies.    Both the short and long term oncologic and non-oncologic results will be presented, including the latest results of the various prospective and randomized colon cancer trials. 

Course Director – Larry Whelan, MD
· Symposium on Pelvic Floor:  Focus on Multidisciplinary Evaluation  

This symposium focuses on the evaluation of pelvic floor disorders such as incontinence, defecation disorders and prolapse.  Speakers will discuss setting up a multidisciplinary pelvic floor clinic, use of standard evaluation techniques to direct therapy with an emphasis on using innovative surgical procedures for  incontinence and defecation disorders.     

      Course Directors:   Drs. Susan Parker and Patrick Ronan O’Connell

· Symposium on Patient Safety Issues 

Participants will understand the incidence of deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism followng Colon and Rectal Surgery; develop techniques for measuring outcomes and how these outcomes relate to defining a Center of Excellence; understand the physiologic mechanism of Ileus; understand which instruments have the potential to be reprocessed and what questions to ask about reprocessing that will contribute to patient safety.

       Course Director:    Lester Rosen, MD
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· Core Subject Update

The Core Subjects were developed by the ABCRS and ASCRS to assist in the educational and recertification process of colon and rectal surgeons.   Questions developed from the material presented at this meeting are included in the Board’s recertification data bank.    Topics 

      include -- Hemorrhoids, Benign and Malignant Anal Tumors, Functional Bowel Disorders, 

     Perioperative Management, Ulcerative Colitis 

Course Director:   Elisa Birnbaum, MD

· Symposium –   Complicated Wound and Stoma Management

This symposium will enhance the knowledge of participants regarding complex wounds and stoma specifically increasing their familiarity with stoma devices and appliances as well as the availability and participation of Enterostomal Therapists in the management of complex wounds.  Participants will look at new techniques for wound care and management.

· Evening --  WELCOME   RECEPTION

           This year, the Welcome Reception will be a combined event between the ASCRS and the Research Foundation.     The Welcome Reception will begin at 7:00 pm and end at 10:00 pm.   The reception will be held at The National Constitution Center and meeting attendees will enjoy great food, drinks and entertainment in an historic setting.  Transportation will be provided.

Monday, May 2

· Session Topics Include:

Rectal Cancer  - 1

Harry E. Bacon Lectureship

Rectal Cancer – 2

Presidential Address

Colorectal Cancer

Norman Nigro Research Lectureship

Laparoscopy

· Meet the Professor Breakfasts:
Anal Intrepithelia Neoplasia-

Laparoscopy for Cancer-

Extended Pelvic Resection for Advancd Disease-

Functional Issues Following Proctectomy-

The Difficult Perineal Wound-

Pitfalls of Private Practice
ASCRS President’s Message – January, 2005 – page 5

Harry E. Bacon Lectureship

        “Chemotherapeutic Agents for Colorectal Cancer – What’s New”
          Michael J. O’Connell, MD

          Department of Oncology

          Allegany General, Pittsburgh, PA

· Evening --  Receptions for Affiliated Groups
Tuesday, May 3

Session Topics Include:

        Benign Disease

        Parviz Kamangar Humanities in  Surgery Lectureship

        Inflammatory Bowel Disease

        Memorial Lectureship honoring Dr. Eugene S. Sullivan        

Luncheon Symposium on Advanced Endoscopy and GI Imaging

                 This symposium will discuss: Colonoscopy, Colorectal Stent, CT Colonography, 

                  and Capsule Endoscopy.   Effective techniques in colonoscopy and polypectomy, 

                  including tattooing and submucosal injection; participants will learn when and 

                  how to deploy the stents in colorectal obstruction; participants will learn about 

                  where we are now regarding CT colonography.

                  Course Director:   Santhat Nivatvongs, MD

        Research Forum

        General Surgery Forum

Retirement Program for the Colorectal Surgeon 

                     “Life After Practice – Survival in the 21st Century”

                     Edward Creagan, MD

                     Professor of Medical Oncology

                     Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN
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Meet the Professor Breakfasts:

Diverticular Disease:   Are the Indications for Surgery Changing?

Surgical Management of Obstructed Defecation

Laparoscopy for IBD

Anal Condyloma 

High Fistulas:  Flap or Fibrin Glue

Remicaide and Fistulizing Crohn's Disease

Parviz Kamangar Humanities Lectureship

            Peter Angelos, MD

            Associate Professor of Surgery

            Director, Sectiono f Endocrine Surgery

            Northwestern University, Chicago, IL

Memorial Lectureship honoring Dr. Eugene Sullivan
           Stanley Goldberg, MD,  FACS, HonFRACS(Aust), HonFRCS(Eng), HonAFC(Fr), 

                                                     HonFRCPS(Glasg), HonRSM(Eng), HonFPCS(Phil), HonFRCS(Edin)

           Clinical Professor of Surgery

           Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery

           University of Minnesota

           Minneapolis, MN

· Evening –   Annual Reception and Dinner Dance
Wednesday, May 4
Breakfast Symposium :   Legal Issues and Genetics

Participants will be made aware of the challenging legal and ethical issues in caring for patients and families with a syndrome of hereditary colorectal cancer.     They will learn the appropriate advice to give and actions to take in  matters of notifying relatives and counseling patients.    Participants will learn the pitfalls in genetic testing and the likelihood of genetic discrimination.

Course Director:   James Church, MD                              
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Session Topics Include:

Anal Disease -- 1

Anal Disease -- 2

Maintenance of Certification  

Business Meeting

Endoscopy

Ernestine Hambrick Lectureship

Panel Discussion “Stump the Professor” – difficult cases discussed

Ernestine Hambrick Lectureship

“Current Management of Colorectal Cancer Liver Metastasis”

Margaret Kemeny, MD

Director, Cancer Center for Excellence

Queens Hospital Cancer Center

Jamaica, NY
Thursday, May 5
Impact Paper 

Greatest Hits 

Resident/Fellow Presentations

· International Scholarship Winner 

· International Scholarship Winner 

· British Traveling Fellow Presentation 

· Mark Killingback Prize Winner
Awards Presentation 
Video Session

Annual Meeting adjourns at 12:30pm, Thursday, May 5

IMPORTANT:    Difficult Cases Needed for Panel Discussion

Your cases will be presented during the Panel Discussion on Wednesday, May 4th.    This is an opportunity for you or your residents to submit cases for discussion.   Please create a powerpoint presentation with x-rays included and forward to ASCRS at ascrs@execadmin.com  by Monday, February 14th.    Please include your name, institution and address in the e-mail as all those submitting cases will be recognized in the program.   In the “subject line” of your e-mail, please write:  “Cases for ASCRS Annual Meeting.”
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Tripartite Meeting

www.tripartite.org.uk
You are cordially invited to attend the Tripartite Colorectal Meeting in Dublin, Ireland, July 5-7, 2005.     The Tripartite Meeting is a  combined meeting of The American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons, the Association of Coloproctology of Great Britain and Ireland, the Section of Coloproctology Royal Society of Medicine, the Section of Colon and Rectal Surgery Royal Australasian College of Surgeons and the Colorectal Surgical Society of Australasia  -- in association with the European Association of Coloproctology and the European Council for Coloproctology.

I look forward to seeing you in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for the ASCRS Annual Meeting and in Dublin, Ireland for the Tripartite Meeting.

Sincerely,
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Bruce G. Wolff, MD

President

